Comparing Arthropods

Classification involves examining the characteristics of organisms
and placing them into groups. Organisms are placed in the same
group because they have a number of characteristics in common.
At the same time, however, the organisms may have many
differences. Phylum Arthropoda has more species than any other
group of animals. Entomologists suggest that there may be as many
as 3 million species. Members of this phylum share certain
characteristics, but within the group, three major classes have been
identified—the crustaceans, the insects, and the arachnids.

OBJECTIVES
* Examine the characteristics of a spider, a * Determine which characteristics are class
crayfish, and a grasshopper. characteristics.

* Determine which characteristics are phylum
characteristics.

Spider
7
Compound %
eye 4,;_ 17—/ Spinnerets
et Openings
Walking ?’f/ Lr \Fang to book
Ipg Mouth g
e parts
F
= Grasshopper
Antenna
fsad : Abdomen
l
Simple eye Tharax Forewing
Compound o :" e Q
eye : AN e
Hindwing
é
Mouth T
Antenna parts Walking legs Jumping leg
Compound eye
Cephalothorax
Abdomen
Crayfish

Walking fegs



Comparison of Traits
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